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On this 225th anniversary of our independence, those of us you call the Founding 
Fathers have assembled in Continental heaven to assess the condition of the repub-
lic we bequeathed to you.

Itõs true America has become the wealthiest, most powerful nation on earth. But so 
was the British Empire in 1776.

Before we get speciþc, we must confess that we are annoyed by your habit of mis-
interpreting our words. Take the First Amendment, where we said Congress shall 
make no law òrespecting the establishment of religion.ó You usually neglect the 
other half of the injunction, òor prohibiting the free exercise thereof.ó 

As anyone in the þrst Congress, which passed the amendment, could have told you, 
òestablishment of religionó means an established church, which all are forced to 
support. We never intended to create a virtue-less republic, by prohibiting public 
expressions of faith.

In the Declaration of Independence, we acknowledged that rights are endowed by 
our Creator. Absent a Creator, there are no inalienable rights.

In the Second Amendment, we said the right to keep and bear arms shall not be 
infringed. In our day, if private citizens hadnõt owned guns there would have been 
no Lexington or Concord. 

Why would we bother guaranteeing a collective right to arm state militias? The 
rights enumerated in the þrst 10 amendments are restraints on the government, not 
grants of power to it.
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